
WHS Grading for Distance Learning: Community FAQ 
 
Waterford High School 
SY 2019-2020, Quarter 4 
May 1, 2020 

The Waterford High School faculty has been doing tremendous and innovative work to 
support our students during the school closure, but we also realize that the sudden shift 
from in-person instruction to online learning has been a difficult adjustment for many 
students. In many cases it has deprived students of the level of access to and support 
from their teachers that has contributed to their past success, and it has also created 
challenges for students to equitably access educational opportunities. 

The Connecticut Department of Education also recognized the nature of this challenge 
and recommended on April 7, 2020, that:  

“Given the variability of online teaching and learning models, and issues of 
access and equity, it is appropriate to view the second half of the 2020 school 
year as a special case in terms of grading, GPAs, and transcripts. All students 
and staff are working under challenging conditions and, therefore, we encourage 
districts to focus priorities on student engagement and learning. We suggest that 
schools adopt a locally guided Pass/Fail protocol for grading while providing 
continued educational opportunities.” 

Based on the recommendations from the CT Department of Education and input 
from all areas of the WHS faculty, the Waterford High School grading protocol for 
Quarter 4 of the 2019-2020 school year (March 27 - June 18) will be adjusted to include 
the option for a grade of “Pass” for students whose academic performance may have 
been impacted by the significant challenges presented by the coronavirus crisis.  
 

Guiding Principles: 

 The first responsibility for educators is to ensure that our professional practices 
are based on our shared goal of promoting student success and that they do no 
harm to our students 

 Grades should be a reflection of student understanding and ability to do quality 
work, not of external circumstances that interfere with their performance 

 The coronavirus crisis presents a host of challenges to educational equity, 
community capacity to ensure educational opportunities, and individual 
challenges (financial, health, and social/emotional) to students and families that 
present significant obstacles to success for many of our students 



Revised Grading Practices, Quarter 4: 

 Teachers will continue to assess student work, provide feedback, and record 
student progress as they have been doing all year. 

 Students whose final grade for Quarter 4 is equal to or better than the average of 
their grades in Quarter 1 - 3 will have the grade recorded and used to calculate 
their final course grade.  

 Students who earn a grade for Quarter 4 that is passing but lower than their 
Quarter 1 -3 average will receive a grade of PASS for Quarter 4, and their final 
course average will be calculated based on their grades in Quarters 1 - 3 (for full-
year courses) or Quarter 3 (for second-semester courses). 

 Students who do not pass Quarter 4 classes will have their final course grade 
calculated with a minimum grade of 55 used for Quarter 4. 

 Students entering Quarter 4 with a failing grade for a course will have the 
opportunity to earn a passing grade for the course if they earn a passing grade 
for that course during Quarter 4. 

Grade-Point Averages (GPA) and transcripts for students who earn passing grades 
during Quarter 4 will not be harmed by fluctuations in their performance caused by the 
disruption of the statewide school closure. Final end-of-course grades will be assigned 
as a letter grade based on both the quality of student work prior to Quarter 4 and the 
student’s effort and progress throughout Quarter 4. All students, regardless of their 
performance prior to Quarter 4, will have the opportunity to pass and earn credit for 
their courses based on the quality of their work during Quarter 4.  

 


